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cate for it a position, as though it were the founda-
tion,, the corner-stone, and the main pillar of that
majestic temple of knowledge which, the ages have
been raising, by the instrumentality of human
genius, to an ever-increasing degree of perfection.

Of the term "philosophy," many explanations
might be given, depending upon the precise aspect
in which it is viewed: as, however, what we
regard as its proper definition will not be ap-
preciated until we have developed our theory
more fully, it will suffice, for our present purpose,
if wo term philosophy " the science of first prin-
ciples;" that, namely, which investigates the pri-
mary grounds, and determines the fundamental
certainty, of human knowledge generally. Let us
dwell for a moment upon this definition. All men
have, unquestionably, certain firm beliefs of their
own. Arrest the first person you meet on the way-
side; question him as to his convictions; get out,
by inquiry, the main points of his philosophical
creed, and you will find that he believes fully in a
universe of order and design around him; that he
believes in the existence of mind under some form
or other; and that, in all probability, lie believes
likewise in a Supreme Being, in moral obligation,
in an immortality hereafter. These, and many simi-
lar convictions, be it observed, are not confined to
Christian countries; they are spread over the whole
surface of the globe; they mingle up with the faith
of all peoples; and though viewed in many different
lights, yet we see them appearing and re-appearing